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northern portions of Bijnor and Bareilly Districts, canals
the Tarai streams irrigate a small area. The climate is
near the Tarai, and has a smaller range of temperature than the tract
south of the Ganges. The rainfall is heavy near the hills, but gradually
decreases southwards. The usual crops of the plains are grown
throughout the tract, but sugar-cane and rice are of special importance.
Wheat, gram, cotton, and the two millets (jowdr and bajra) are also
largely produced.

In early times part of the tract was included in Northern PANCHALA.
During the Muhammadan period the eastern half was  long known
as Katehr.    The origin and meaning of this term is disputed.    It is
certainly connected with the name of the Katehriya Rajputs, who were
the predominant clan in it; but their name is sometimes said to be
derived from that of the tract, which is identified with the name of
a kind of soil called kather or katehr, while traditions in Budaun
District derive it from Kathiawar, which is said to be the original home
of the clan.    Elsewhere the tribal traditions point to the coming of the
Katehriyas into this tract, from Benares or Tirhut, in the twelfth and
fourteenth centuries.    The portion they first occupied seems to have
been the country between the Ramganga and the Ganges, but they
afterwards spread east of the former river.    When the power of Islam
was extending westwards, Rathor princes ruled at Budaun ; but the
town was taken by Kutb-ud-din Aibak in 1196, and afterwards held
continuously  by the  Muhammadans.    The  province was, however,
always turbulent, and two risings are described in the middle of the
thirteenth century.    In 1379 or 1380 Khargu, a Hindu chief of Katehr,
murdered Saiyid Muhammad, the governor, at a feast; and Flroz III
Tughlak, foiled in his attempt to seize Khargu, who fled to Kumaun,
appointed an Afghan governor at Sambhal with orders 'to invade the
country of Katehr every year, to commit every kind of ravage and
devastation, and not to allow it to be inhabited until the murderer was
given up.7   Thirty-five years later, when the Saiyid dynasty was being
founded, another Hindu, Har Singh Deo, rebelled, and though several
times defeated gave trouble for two or three years.    Mahabat Khan,
the governor, successfully revolted in 1419 or 1420 from the rule of
Delhi ;  and  the king, Khizr Khan, failed  to  take  Budaun, which
remained   independent   for   four   years,   till   after  the accession of
Mubarak  Shah,   who  showed  greater   force  and  received   Mahabat
Khan's submission.    In 1448 Alam Shah Saiyid left Delhi and made
Budaun his capital, careless of the fact that he was thus losing the
throne of Delhi, which was seized by Bahlol Lodl.   Until his death
thirty years later, Alam Shah remained at Budaun, content with this
small province.    During the long struggle between the Jaunpur and
the Delhi kings, the former held parts of Katehr for a time.    In the